Director of Public Welfare
Town of Jaffrey
2008 Expense Report

Over the last twelve months the Town of Jaffrey saw several changes in our economy which
played a significant role in the year 2008.

Many outside resources were utilized to keep housing and shelter costs to a minimum. The
need for additional affordable housing still remains one of Jaffrey’s largest obstacles to economic
independence for the working force. This department spent $10,963.00 for homeless shelter costs
this year and the continued slump in the economy sent many more families to the foreclosure and
eviction process. Oil companies have agreed to allow people to set up payment plans for fuel
deliveries keeping oil costs to the town slightly lower than 2007. Continually, the number of people
with long-term illnesses, new injuries, new diagnoses, terminal diseases, and permanent disabilities
increases. There is a very limited number of affordable housing units for people on a fixed income
or who are unable to work to support themselves, keeping assistance payments for these categories
relatively high.

An ice storm on December 11, 2008 left thousands of people without power and many lost
food. The Town of Jaffrey distributed $100.00 food vouchers to replace lost or damaged food to

almost 40 households, and provided storage to a woman whose trailer was no longer inhabitable.

There is hope for 2009, as other resources will be tapped into to help the people of Jaffrey
maintain their standard of need and so everyone’s basic needs are met.

2008 General Assistance payments:

Food $ 2,555.33
Shelter $ 99,979.47
Medical / Emergency Dental $ 12,033.82
Utilities $ 11,814.47
Fuel Oil $ 10,642.14
Gasoline $ 597.48

Disaster Assistance: Ice Storm
Replacement Food Vouchers $ 3,600.00

Storage Unit $ 319.00
Gasoline $ 20.00
2008 TOTAL EXPENDED $141,561.71

Respectfully submitted,

Mary M. Drew
Welfare Director
Town of Jaffrey
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