
136      Town of Jaffrey

Overseer of the Public Welfare

The year 2010 witnessed expansive state and federal budget cuts and watched 
as the costs trickled down to municipalities, leaving towns and cities to “pro-
duce” monies that just aren’t there.  On the community level, severe job loss and 
homelessness is on a steady increase, one-income families continue to struggle 
with meeting basic needs, and the number of no-income families continues to 
rise due to divorce, separation, domestic violence, substance abuse issues, em-
ployment layoffs, and position terminations.   

The Welfare Department continues to see the highest need in the areas of rent 
assistance, shelter sponsorship, and electricity.  I encourage people to ask for 
help before their situation gets worse.  The River Center in Peterborough, 924-
6800, has numerous resources for families, and Southwestern Community Ser-
vices has several assistance programs 352-7510.  The Town Office has several 
brochures for specific programs to help people get through the economic down-
turn. 

General Assistance recipients are required to meet with a financial advisor if 
their individual situation warrants the extra help, and to attend financial edu-
cation workshops exploring money management, prioritizing bills, earned in-
come tax credits, and homeownership opportunities.  In 2010, several families 
met with retired financial analyst, Larry Swartz, who volunteers his time help-
ing people get out of and stay out of debt.

                           2010 General Assistance Breakdown     
  

Rent  $98,132.42
Homeless Shelters $29,685.00
Electricity $10,897.24
Medical  $  3,696.05
Burials $  3,688.00
Fuel Oil $  5,437.09
Food $  2,149.94
Water / Sewer $     868.22
Emergencies $     562.00
Overpayment Credit ($   168.90)
TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $154,947.06

Respectfully submitted,

Mary M. Drew, Director
Department of Public Welfare, Town of Jaffrey  




